
459C  APPENDIX M Miscellaneous Tables and Exhibits

Table M-6 
Checklist for Identifying Children Who Are Creative 

CHECKLIST FOR IDENTIFYING CHILDREN WHO ARE CREATIVE 
Child’s name:   Date: 
Age:   Sex:   Grade: School: 
Name of person filling out form: 

Directions: Please check one box using the following scale: 

Characteristic Check One

1   2   3   4   5
1. Concentrates intensely         
2. Defers judgment         
3. Has above-average IQ         
4. Is adaptable         
5. Shows aesthetic appreciation         
6. Asks provocative questions         
7. Is attracted to the complex and

mysterious         
8. Is committed to completing tasks         
9. Shows curiosity         

10. Delights in beauty of theory         
11. Desires to share products and ideas         
12. Is eager to resolve disorder         
13. Has extensive knowledge background         
14. Is flexible         
15. Has good memory         
16. Shows attention to detail         
17. Has a high energy level         
18. Displays humor (perhaps bizarre)         
19. Is idiosyncratic         
20. Is imaginative         
21. Improvises         
22. Generates and develops ideas         
23. Is independent         
24. Shows ingenuity         
25. Has insight into complex topics or ideas         
26. Has an internal locus of control         

Characteristic Check One

1   2   3   4   5
27. Is intuitive         
28. Displays inventiveness         
29. Has little tolerance for boredom         
30. Makes unusual associations

between ideas         
31. Needs a supportive climate         
32. Displays nonconformism         
33. Is open to experience         
34. Is original         
35. Is playful         
36. Provides multiple solutions         
37. Seeks new, unusual, or unconventional

associations among items of information         
38. Sees that solutions generate new

problems         
39. Is looked to by others when something

must be decided         
40. Has self-confidence         
41. Has a sense of mission         
42. Has a sense of wonder         
43. Is sensitive         
44. Has a tolerance for ambiguity

and conflict         
45. Is unconventional         
46. Is willing to face social ostracism         
47. Displays a willingness to take risks         

Source: Characteristics obtained, in part, from Ford, B. G., & Ford, R. D. (1981). Identifying creative potential
in handicapped children. Exceptional Children, 48(2), 115–122. https://doi.org/ 10.1177/001440298104800204 Ford and Ford (1981).
From Assessment of Children: Cognitive Foundations and Applications (Seventh Edition) by Jerome M. Sattler. Copyright 2024 by Jerome 
M. Sattler, Publisher, Inc. Permission to photocopy this table is granted to purchasers of this book for personal use only (see copyright
page for details).

Rating Scale: 1 2 3 4 5

Never Sometimes Usually Often Always


